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attack on the Narrows, and had been consulted at every step,
since the close fighting was to be carried out under his leadership.
It was so important that this should be made clear to the Admir-
alty, in order that the First Lord might have some guidance in
making his selection of a successor. Admiral Garden thoroughly
appreciated this, and in telegraphing his resignation to the
Admiralty, he said that de Robeck was in full touch with all the
arrangements, present and future, and had been of the greatest
assistance in their preparation; he had the fullest confidence
in his judgment and determination. He added a very nice
reference to me, which touched me deeply, for I was very
conscious that I had been a great trial to him.

Admiral Garden had sustained the long and trying blockade
of the Dardanelles throughout the winter months, he was respon-
sible for the plan we were carrying out, and for its initial success.
It seemed so hard that he should be denied the credit for the
great achievement, which we felt confident was within reach,
and de Robeck made every effort to persuade him to retain the
command.

At that time I only knew Wemyss as a cheery forceful person-
ality, possessed of unbounded energy and tact, and admirably
fitted to tackle the many difficulties which lay before him, in
organising the Allied naval and military bases at Mudros. I
admired and applauded his helpful telegram to the Admiralty :
" I am quite prepared to act under the orders of de Robeck, if
you think it desirable to promote him. De Robeck and I are
in perfect accord, and can loyally co-operate, whichever way
you decide."

I concluded my record of that trying day, from which the
foregoing is extracted, after expressing my admiration for the
bearing of the three Admirals who had honoured me with their
confidence, "I went to bed very weary, and was woken in
the morning by the arrival of a telegram from the Admiralty,
appointing de Robeck Acting Vice-Admiral in command of the
operations. It was written*"

Commenting on the change of command, and his reasons for
the appointment he made, Winston Churchill wrote: " The
decision was virtually inevitable. Thus carefully did destiny
pick her footsteps at the Dardanelles."*

* " The Wodd Crisis, 1915,'* page 221.